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christmas Orange
nick crayson, founder of crayson, considers the varying
segments of the uk property market

WHAT A STRANGE year. I’m
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Wilton Place Townhouse Hits Market
One of the tallest original houses in Belgravia has hit the market at £14m.
The 4,243 sq ft towering freehold on Wilton Place spreads over seven storeys,
which is a couple more than most of its neighbours. Just down the road from
the Berkeley Hotel and with views over St Paul’s Church, the handsome
property went up in 1825, during the housing boom that followed the end of
the Napoleonic Wars.
Internally, the first-floor drawing room is the pièce de résistance, with
high ceilings and doors leading out onto a west-facing terrace, and there’s
an open-plan kitchen/living room below with access to a patio, complete with
marble pillars and trompe-l’œil murals. Each of the five bedroom suites (bar
one) has its own floor, and there are plans for a passenger lift.
“The trend of converting townhouses into apartments, embassies,
offices or hotels is finally reversing,” said Shaun Drummond of Harrods
Estates, which is marketing the property, “with many of Belgravia’s grand
townhouses being redeveloped back into single-family homes. However,
this can mean that these grand examples of Georgian architecture have lost
their ornate original features along the way. Wilton Place is a truly unique
home that is filled with features that would struggle to be replicated today.”
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not going to mention all the now
heavily clichéd events that have
rocked our world, but rather focus
on the positives.
Having eaten an unhealthy
amount of oranges during this
Christmas period, I thought it
might be appropriate to discuss
all the varieties of our miniature
orange friends: tangerines,
satsumas, mandarins and
clementines. Personally, I get
quite confused about what
differentiates all the varieties when I’m buying, but I think I have
now figured out a way to categorise them.
For instance, a clementine (otherwise known as an Algerian
tangerine) is juicy, sweet and with a mid to rich flavour. They are
medium-small to medium in size and are usually seedless. The rind is
deep orange to orange-red, smooth and glossy and peels easily.
The one thing that clementine oranges should have in common
is that their peel or skin easily pulls away from their flesh and their
segments are easily separated and, theoretically, they’re seedless
– though having just chomped my way through a box of organic
clementines from Daylesford I was disappointed to find an average of
three seeds per unit.
Then there’s the Dancy tangerine. These are rich and have
a more spicy flavour. They are dark orange-red, with a smooth and
thin rind. They peel easily and the flesh is deep orange. Smaller
than mandarins and seedy.
When considering all these different types of small oranges, I
started to notice some similarity between them and the vagaries of
our beloved property market. There is pith and there is skin, some
are easily separated from the flesh, and then of course, there is the
level of seediness.
The property, the client, the buyer, the fee, the offer – each
part is directly related to aspects of these delicious – sweet or tart,
pithy or otherwise, easily separated or not – objects which are
consumed in their thousands at this time of year. No stocking is
complete without a pip-less clementine at the toe end – always a
bit of disappointment – but refreshing nonetheless.
The potential juxtapositions abound. Can a seller be easily
separated from his or her home? What is likely to get in the way –
pithily said – is the flesh sweet or bitter? Verdict on the final shape of
2016? It’s all gone orange. Enjoy!
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