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Mansion  
Makes Smash
NICK CRAYSON makes a general election 
manifesto to soothe all our election worries

IF I HAD £1 for every time somebody asked me about mansion tax… 

Surely everyone must be getting bored rigid with all the speculation 

about what a possible future government might or might not do when it 

comes to property taxes?

I have been doing some research of my own – asking local residents 

what they would like to see done – when it comes to property. So it is with 

this research in mind that I put forward the Crayson Election Manifesto:

•	 Nosey	neighbours:	we	promise	absolutely	no	more	nosey	neighbours. 

 Their curiosity will not be piqued by anything that you do – no matter 

 how outlandish – up to and including naked frolics in your garden (if 

 that’s what floats your boat)

•	 Noise:	what’s	that?	Neighbours	will	be	completely	oblivious	to	any 

 noise that you generate no matter how loud it might be. Vice-versa – 

 you can’t hear anything that they get up to at all – including all sorts 

 of banging and loud music

•	 Property	taxes:	completely	abolished,	including	SDLT	(Stamp	Duty) 

 and all talk of progressive property taxes. Council tax can stay as long 

 as they collect the rubbish every day

•	 Planning	permission:	you	can	do	what	you	want	as	long	as	you	have	it

•	 Basement	digs:	one	floor	only	unless	you	have	cousins	in	Australia

•	 Property	prices:	when	selling,	you	get	exactly	what	you	wanted	for 

 your property and there is something for you to buy afterwards that 

 seems to be an incredible deal, possibly even a bargain. The people 

 you are buying from seem incredibly happy with the price you are 

 paying. In fact, everyone is incredibly happy

•	 Local	shops:	offer	incredibly	fresh	and	organic	food	for	what	appears 

 to be Lidl’esque prices. A pricing error? Or maybe just a wealthy shop 

 owner looking to make a loss to offset against other business surpluses

•	 A	magical	newsagent:	open	24	hours	a	day	and	selling	alcohol	at 

 wholesale prices

•	 Schools:	the	best	and	most	highly-rated	grammar	school	near	enough 

 to be in the catchment area but far away enough to be not seen and 

 not heard.

No sleeping with politicians! Go to bed with your house, wake up in your 

house. What more do we need?  

Crayson, 10 Lambton Place, W11 2SH;  020 7221 1117 

crayson.com

Election Fever
The impact of a general election on London’s 

prime property market: Winkworth has been 

looking into how the upcoming general 

election could impact on sales levels in 

Prime Central London next year.

The agency has tracked recent periods 

of political instability against transaction 

volumes to answer the big question; how will 

buyer behaviour change as we move closer 

to – and eventually past – polling day?

Unsurprisingly, a pretty significant 

slowdown is anticipated in the lead-up, but 

the aftermath should get pretty interesting.

Since 1997, in Prime Central London, 

the number of transactions within the three 

months after polling day were between 

10.5% and 20.7% higher than in the 

three months leading up to the election. 

When compared with the same period in 

years when a general election didn’t take 

place, a stronger growth in transactions in 

election years is plain for all to see. In fact, 

transaction levels in the three months after 

the last few general elections have been 

between 4% and 12.2% higher than the 

increases seen in non-election years.
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