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The secret
to securing
a quick sale
Tidying up is vital when trying
to woo prospective buyers, so
get cleaning and declutter,
says Laura Whateley

‘A
s a seller, you need to
know you’ve done
everything in your
power to get the best
price for your
property; if you don’t,
you’ll kick yourself,”
says Bella Tellwright,

the sales director of Crayson property
agency. “So invest some time and money
in polishing it up. Cull, tidy and arrange
obsessively. Make sure every single light
bulb in the house is working. Keep your
windows scrupulously clean. Jet wash
the patio. Banish the child’s buggy from
the hall to the car during every viewing.”
Pay particular attention to the kitchen.

“Take everything off the kitchen work
surfaces and find a home for it, whether
that’s the bin or a cupboard. If you must,
you can put the kettle, toaster and coffee
machine back. You will be astounded at
the improvement it makes.”
Kitchens have the power to capture

the heart of a prospective buyer, with
open-plan kitchen and dining areas
increasingly used for entertaining and
slobbing as much as they are for
cooking and eating breakfast.
Forget high-gloss Italian minimalism,

though, the current favoured kitchen
trend is casual: one part vintage, two
parts modern industrial with a hint of
Scandinavian grey.
Take the kitchen in the 19th-century

converted church vestry on Ponsard
Road near Kensal Green, northwest
London (main picture and above).
Transformed by its existing owner, the
five-bedroom family home is on the
market for £2.495 million through
The Modern House estate agency. Its
sturdy central table with mismatched
dining chairs conjures images of chaotic
family life, a spread of newspapers,
homework and crumbs. Yet the clean
lines of its handle-less kitchen units,
spotless wooden work surfaces and
metro-tiled splashback keep it feeling
spacious and orderly.
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