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KEEP UP WITH THE 
BRIDGET JONESES
What can Bridget 
tell us about the 
London property 
market now? 
Caroline McGhie
reports

W hen Bridget 
Jones decides to 
borrow a Boris 
Bike to ride to the 
Obesity Clinic, 

she feels London is a whole 
world of carefree young people 
eschewing cars, being lean 
and green. Until, that is, she 
has an egg thrown at her from 
a canal bridge or, she thinks, 
maybe by a bird that went into 
sudden early labour. “Will clean 
off egg, not do Boris Bikes any 
more and go to Obesity Clinic 
on bus. At least will be alive 
and clean when 
sitting on arse 
instead of dead 
and covered 
in egg,” 
she writes.

At 51 years 
old, with two 
small children, 
she has made 
her home in 
Queen’s Park, 
landing in one of 
those extraordinary pockets 
of London that is often called a 
“best-kept secret”. To get there 
you either leave Kensington 
and veer dangerously north, or 
leave West Hampstead and 
head even farther west. There, 
between the tangle of railway 
lines and cemeteries, with the 
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Grand Union Canal gliding by, 
is Queen’s Park.

Where Bridget goes has to be 
interesting, because she is a 
trailblazer who jabs her finger 
on the pulse of where we are 
now. London property watchers 
take note. She can be relied 
upon to forget her children’s 
names when drunk and to show 
us the astonishing pace of 
change by where she chooses 
to live. Some will say “Where is 
Queen’s Park?” Others will 
smile knowingly or throw their 
hands up hopelessly because 
they will never be able to afford 
to live there.

The park itself is a pure 
Victorian marvel, with tennis 
courts, pitch-and-putt, 
petanque and ornamental 
garden for grown-ups. The 
sandpit, swings, paddling pool, 
café and little animal farm 
make it heaven for toddlers. 
The area was built for 19th-
century clerical workers and 
bank clerks but it is now thick 
with media folk. Walk in the 
park at weekends and everyone 
you pass is a Bridget Jones. 
That is not to say everyone is a 
cougar hunting for a younger 
man, as Helen Fielding has 
depicted her in the new book 
Mad About the Boy. But you can 
be sure everyone is recording a 
new track, or making a 

l

television programme, or 
writing a play like her.

Notting Hill estate agents 
such as Nick Crayson of 
Crayson still regard the area as 
“slightly edgy, a bit gritty”. 

“Prices are, roughly speaking, 
30 per cent cheaper than they 
are a mile farther south,” he 
says. “West Londoners who 

were attracted to Notting Hill 
for its eccentricity, eclecticism 
and rawness now find much of 
what has been gentrified in 
The Hill is available in Queen’s 
Park for a good deal less cash.” 
Prices may be lower but they 
are still unbelievably high, and 
anyone who bought a normal 
three-bedroom terrace in the 
last decade has become a 
property millionaire.

For it is roughly a decade 
since Renée Zellweger put on 
her big knickers to become 
Bridget Jones on the big screen, 
and live above what is now 
The Globe pub in scruffy but 
interesting Borough, just south 
of London Bridge. Since then 
the railway viaduct has doubled 
in size, the food market has 
been extended under a new 
glass roof and is feted by 
gourmets as London’s Larder. 
The slimy Daniel Cleaver, 
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played by Hugh Grant, had a 
warehouse conversion in Clink 
Street. Since then we have 
endured austerity coupled with 
crazy price rises in London. 
So why did Bridget move to a 
new area?

“This is just typical of 
London,” says Hywel Jones, a 
photographer. “We moved into 
Queen’s Park about nine years 
ago from Mile End. It had been 
a crack zone but it had got its 
first coffee shop and prices 
were going up. It was beginning 
to happen.” He and his wife, 
Luci Ximenez Jones, with their 
nine-year-old Nathan, are 

putting their typical four-
bedroom terrace with converted 
loft on the market with estate 
agents Domus Nova (020 7908 
9318) at £1.75million. “I think 
yummy mummies actually 
started here,” he says. “This is 
where Notting Hill people came 
to have babies. You can go to 
the sandpit and you can be sure 
you will meet someone you 
know with their children.”

Signs of change included 
Vogue editor Alexandra 
Shulman moving in. Other 
celebrities such as Daniel 
Craig, Thandie Newton, Jade 
Jagger and Zadie Smith have all 

lived here in the past decade. 
Modern architects such as Gus 
Zogolovitch have built startling 
new houses. There are now 
restaurants, an annual book 
festival, live music festival and 
a farmer’s market at the local 
primary school at weekends.

So what happened to 
Bridget’s old stamping ground 
in Borough?

“When the first film came 
out in 2001, Borough was a 
Monday-to-Friday sort of 
place used by City people,” 
says James Hyman, head 
of residential at Cluttons 
(020 7407 3669). 

“But since then the effects of 
the Jubilee line, the Millennium 
Bridge, Tate Modern and the 
Globe theatre have been huge, 
and the market has become 
one of the top 10 tourist 
attractions.” Prices have 
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doubled. Daniel Cleaver’s flat 
in Clink Wharf, which was 
worth £2million then, has gone 
up to £4million. Big 
accountancy firms have crossed 
the river and moved into More 
London and the Shard, the 
tallest building in Western 
Europe. Sitting on Hyman’s 
books at the moment is 
Cleaver’s next purchase. It is a 
penthouse in Benbow House 
right next to the Globe with 
views of the river and the City, 
priced at £10.5million.
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