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Ycan be forgiven for missing me. 
The hidden star-to-be in Notting Hill, 
the film. Nothing planned. I turned the

corner and there I was – in the film. Well,
nearly. The cameras were rolling. And if it 
hadn’t been for that big arm of a crewmember
keeping the public off the set… well, 
you never know.

So my name never appeared in the titles
(under extras). No matter how many times 
I studied the film on DVD, I just wasn’t there.  

How unreasonable, I thought. With Notting
Hill pumping in my veins, I should have 
been in the film. If only to add authenticity! 
Now, I may not be in Notting Hill – The 
Movie, but with my knowledge and passion 
for the area, maybe it would be more fitting 
if I headed the bill when it comes to helping
people in Notting Hill – The Move.

My company, Crayson, is new. Fresh ways 
of going about things. Already we’ve begun 
to shake things up, get people asking: 
Am I getting the best service? Something 
more bespoke, please! With a more creative
approach to marketing, award-winning 
writers and photographers and real attention

to detail, all to make sure that you are getting
the best price possible for your property.

But enough. I must not indulge in a party
political broadcast. Instead, I’m going to tell
you a story. A young man wanted a sports car.
His parents went ballistic. “The engine’s far

too powerful. Be reasonable.” 
“How unreasonable!” the young man thought.
Then he remembered what George Bernard
Shaw once said: “The reasonable man adapts
himself to the world. The unreasonable man
adapts the world to himself. Progress depends
upon the unreasonable man.”

“You’re right,” the young man said. 

“The engine’s too powerful. I’ll make it
smaller.” His parents were satisfied with their
son’s decision to be reasonable.

Over the next few days, they watched him
pulling out bits of the engine and throwing
them away. It was getting smaller and smaller.

“Now we’re satisfied,” his parents said,
looking at the smaller engine. “Off you go!”

The young man put the engine back 
together and promptly screeched off at a
hundred and ten miles an hour – in a cloud 
of dust.

He’d been reasonable. He’s done everything
his parents had asked. The engine was indeed
smaller. But to get it to this size he’d removed
everything that stopped the car being even
more powerful. 

Of course, there’s a moral to this story. 
Ask me to sell your house and I’ll do
everything I can to get a price beyond 
all reasonable expectations.

Because the unreasonable needn’t 
be unrealistic.
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ALREADY WE’VE BEGUN 
TO SHAKE THINGS UP, 
TO GET PEOPLE ASKING: 
AM I GETTING THE BEST
SERVICE? SOMETHING MORE
BESPOKE, PLEASE!
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